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Of Living the Community

ubbed L45, this project by Wong

Wei Ping, Tey Tat Sing and Ong
Shien Chii from Tetawowe Atelier is a
tribute to friendship as it is inspired by
the desire of the client to create a com-
mune living space where students can
grow their friendship and create fond
memories,

The designers were tasked with con-
verting a double storey comer terrace
house into a living space with strong
focus on commune living for eight stu-
dents, as well as a community library
where the neighbours can gather,

The first challenge that has to be
overcome is to fit the many space re-
quirements on a limited footprint of 20
x 60 ft with 10 x 30 ft allowable exten-
sion, The most obvious way is to plan
the space vertically and intersperse it
with interesting interlocking spaces
while ensuring that the roof profile re-
mains at harmony with neighbouring
houses.

It is interesting to note that the house
need to reconcile two opposite needs
by providing the residenis with the re-
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quired privacy while allowing for the
public to access the library. As a result,
the private and public corridors are kept
completely distinet from cach other
with no interlwining.

This duality is further highlighted
using different materials to bring a
sense of identity to the different spaces.
The hiving quarters are predominately
conerete while the library is construct-
ed with a distinctive steel material for a
much more open look.

One of the most distinctive features
of the project is the large raw concrele
wall that dominates its fagade and
makes a bold statement, highlighting
the house from its surrounding environ-
ment. The inflection creates a restrained
expression that is surprisingly effective
in the house’s natural environment.

The open-style library is devoid of
fancy design so that the real star of the
space — the books - can be highlighted.
The unobstructed design also imparts a
sense of freedom that can be likened to
the freedom of thoughts and speech,

The designers hope that the house

can make a statement on the importance
of creating a sense of community and in
bringing the neighbourhood together.

Material wastage is cut to a mini-
mum by only demolishing the back
section of the house and keeping the
new material finishing to the bare ne-
cessity. Most of the walls are left un-
treated which not only meets the aim of
environmental protection, but as can be
seen here, makes a strong statement for
identity,

As for team’s idea of Utopia, they
have long hoped to build their studio in
one of the many New Villages around
the city. They feel that these communi-
ties have long been neglected and while
it may look disorganised, there is a
certain inherent logic in the way it has
been allowed to grow organically.

They hope to design  interesting
buildings for these new villages that
can be self-sufficient. Each villager
will have a different type of fruit tree
growing in front of his house so that the
entire village can enjoy the fruits year
round.

Utopia BIEHE



