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DARKNESS
AND LIGRT

KUALA LUMPUR-BASED STUDIO TETAWOWE ATELIER
RE-INTERPRETS AND INVERTS THE AUTOMOBILE
SHOWROOM FOR LEXUS IN IPOH.



¥
thee tree essence of the Lexus deiign philesop

meandering thaough and experiencing the &
space,” explains Tey.

THE MAJoR THORDUGHEARE OF Javan Kiara
Kaxasa in the nonth of Ipoh is commuondy sefirrad
1o a5 an suomobile srip. There stands the Lexus
Showroom and Sales Centre. Contrany to typical
slock and glared car showrooms, che design grew
from what design studio Teexwowe Arclier describes
ine approach.” The realting

a2 “moddess yer subl
shovroem is mrocless B fns form, and sublime in ies
spatial experience.

Terawewe Atelier was commisioned 1o design
v basod on
FApoTEn

thie Lexus Showroom and Sala Ce
a recommendation 1o Lexus by a S
architett. The baicf calbed for somerhing
difficrenst, with emphasis on the Lexus brand as
the fronage withaue obvious cxposure of the
Lewus automobiles. The inversion of the comman
shawroom typology offered an alternative platform
for exploration by the studio.
For Tetawowe Atclicr, the genesks of design
Ties in the ercation of a design nasrative, drawing
inspiration from mangible aspects {such as materialiny,
foren and scale) and intangible ideas (pocery, light
and virme), What forms the narrative for Lexus? Ie
begins with the spirit of suretemacly, which, say the
desigrers, Levus advocarc: worldwide
Dringing the spisic of hospiulity 1o the driving
e e The showroom extends the spirit of
hoapinality feom car design o the space.” says Tey Tar
Sing. 3 Parener 3t Teeawowe Acclier.

Ineerpreting the design brief from an aliernarive
point of view, Terawenwe Asclier invereed the idea
of spatial eransparcncy, and conceived the Lews
Shawwronm as a place of visual silhoucties and sparial

Takirsg the idea of omotenmed further, the
forward-tilied mono-pitch roof = not a commonly
seen roof wreatment in commercial showrooms -
offers what the designen desoribe as 3 "bow down’
peviune of modesty amd hembleness,

The application of 2 preciscly crafied hardwood
nimber scroen Further suengahens the subdety of
haspizality, From Jalan Kuala Kangsar, onc only
engotnters the presence of the brand 'Lewus’. The
timber screen partially conccals the interios with 2
seeethirough offcer. as well as the luring silbowsses
of the autonobile bodylines behind ir. “The
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cring the drop-off

In thi
eransparency and light thaou
of darknes and Hghe, and the in
shadows anmd the automobile. E
by, the timbee sceoen, which appears delicaze an
cthercal from the ourside, appears 1o be seoic and
semi-opaque. Under good afternoon sunl
chorcography of shadows from the overhe
sun-shading sercen ereares 3 seomingly racrile space.
While the exterior form: exudes a tapestry of
light and darkness, the interior space naintaing an
open=plan approach: the autemobile is the key to
the spavial nareative. Beyond the timber scecen is
3 vast gallory space. An elevared and cantiloverad
<ar platfoer Featarcs the automobiles in dramanic
manncr, The designerns dddiberaely explored the use
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of raw conerete, which it richly textured and serves
a8 an ideal canvas for the shadows of the timber
scroend. At onc dide, 3 fine oval-shaped soruciuse
formis the mocting roomss, cbad in 3 imber screen
achaing the exrerior.

“The paoject carefully considers the denails of
amsembly and trgers honesty in the oxpresion of
material, The timber sereens, raw conerete and steel
suggest a seeminghy robust, yot minimalise way of
presenting the autonsobiles. Terwowe Atclicrs
emphasis on design detaily mirnoes the finesse of
Lesus auromabiles.

While the architectusal ourcome is minimaliss,
Tey recalls that ... it wasn’t easy to convince
everyone. Throughout the procas, it was difficuls
o convince the whele team to believe in the
design discction, as this iz really not a conventional
way 1o build 3 car showroom, Carrying our the
design roquired nunscrous persuasive meetings,
the preparation of mock-up material, the sighting
of built examples, and above all, 2 nonconformise
artitude.” Mevertheless, the projecs was well received
by the client afier complesion, he repores.

“The modesty of fosm and the sublime
relationthip berween light and shadow thar formed
the genesis of the Lexus Shewroom and Sales Centre
in the quict Ipoh vown offered the propensity for
re-thinking the typical rypology of building, Says Tey
summarily and encouragingly, “We take a fresh book
at every project and becathe our sort of encegy into it
without subseribing 10 convenionaliy.” -
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