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KUALA LUMPUR — The brief given to Tetawowe
Atelier wastotum a two-story house into a new
public space and a student dormitory. L45's public
space takes on the form of a library that welcomes
students and locals alike to use and interact with
the space. The library is designed to be different
from the concrete structure of the building with
its eight steel columns serving as the main struc-
tural components. The space itself is located at
the center of the house where the stairway also
makes its presence and is embraced by steel
grates that function as bookshelves. Such struc-
ture is light in weight while its airy mass allows
natural light to find its way into the interior. The
steel wall also marks the boundary that separates
the library and the more private walkway leading
up to the dormitory. The eight dorm rooms are
similar in both decoration and spatial allocation
while the bed is elevated in order for the space
underneath to be fully utilized, At the back of
the building, the openings are visually filtered by
large steel grating doors that can be manually
operated to link or separate the library and
garden area. It's not very often we see such a
refreshing attempt to create a dormitory that

is not only a residential unit but also a creative
public sphere; nonetheless, good things always
come with a price...
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